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of the little fog-bound Aleutian Islands. Although these advances
threatened no vital points, somewhat disproportionately large
efforts were made to counter them. Since Alaska was strategically
an island without organized land communication with the rest of
North America, and since United Nations ships were badly needed
elsewhere, a road was laboriously built to connect that territory
with the main body of Hie United States across the wildernesses of
western Canada.

Early in August the first United Nations move into Japanese-
occupied territory was made when U. S. Marines were landed on
the island of Guadalcanal in the southeastern Solomons north of
the Coral Sea. General Vandegrift, who commanded the landing
force, recently told us that the operation was hastily undertaken
when the Japanese were found to be building airfields in the south-
easterly part of the Solomon archipelago.

Paradoxically enough, the first months after Pearl Harbor when
America was strenuously building up her vast war effort were un-
favorable to the United Nations not only in the Pacific but also in
the Atlantic. The U. S. Navy, in its anxiety to complete its new
ships of the larger types, had somewhat neglected its antisubmarine
flotilla of light craft Also, it had rightly concentrated its existing
ships and trained crews on the urgent necessities of holding the sea
lanes to England and halting the Japanese. Consequently, German
submarines, now able to keep the sea for much longer than in the
last war, had considerable success in attacking merchant shipping,
especially oil tankers, just off the American Atlantic coast. None-
theless the Naval High Command, with admirable firmness, con-
tinued to concentrate upon its primary tasks.

While so many new theaters were being opened, Cyrenaica,
which had already seen so many battles, was the scene of still an-
other British advance and retreat One reason why the specifically
British elements of the British Empire's ground and air forces at the
beginning of the war in the Far East had been so small was that
Churchill had tenaciously continued to reinforce Egypt. About
mid-November, '41, some three weeks before Pearl Harbor, the
British, now superior in the air and abundantly equipped with
American tanks, again moved westward. They failed by a narrow
margin to destroy Rommel's army but inflioted such fo$$ upon him